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The challenge of Peace education
History of Interactive Exhibitions and methodology

Foundation Peace Education Projects was founded in 1993 in The Netherlands and develops projects in 

the field of peace, diversity, conflict resolution, international cooperation and the multicultural society. In our 

projects we use a simple definition of peace. When people take care of each other and the earth, there is a 

situation of peace. When children resist bullying and support other children, there is a situation of peace. Such 

definitions bring peace into the world of children and young people. They can practice it every day at home, in 

school, on the street. They can make mistakes and try again. Peace is part of a learning process every day. 

Instrument makers
We see ourselves as instrument – makers, not as architects. 
We want to give children tools, not readymade houses. 
The big advantage of this strategy is that children learn to 
handle peace tools that are important for their whole life. We 
cannot force the values of peace. We only can co-operate 
in dialogue. Sharing knowledge, exercising tools, improving 
skills and finally exploring the desire for peace. We don’t 
want to teach children WHAT to think. We teach them to 
think by themselves. 

Interactive exhibitions
Peace Education Projects is specialized in the development 
of tools to teach and to learn peace. These tools result in 
a range of more than 20 permanent and mobile interactive 
exhibitions, starting in 1990 in the Netherlands and Belgium, 
France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Northern Ireland, Russia, 
Ireland and Israel in 2007.

Competences for making peace
It was never easy to develop and produce an exhibition 
about peace. It is much easier to develop an exhibition 
about war. You can show large collections of uniforms, 
bombs, bullets, guns, tanks, air fighters and let us not 
forget the medals. What can we show about peace in an 
exhibition? We discovered that we should not teach children 
to look at peace but we should teach them to make peace. 
People have already a lot of experience in making peace. 
We can empower these competences and make the school 
and the peer group a place of experience and exercise in 
peace. Therefore we developed an interactive methodology.

Interactive methodology
Children from 10 –16 visit our interactive exhibitions in 
groups of about 30 and it takes roughly one hour and a 
half. They start with a short introduction with a video-film, to 

make an appeal to the pupils’ concentration. After that, they 
interact between the panels with the themes and the tools 
or instruments. They interact with one another and write 
down their opinions or solutions in a booklet. This booklet is 
also a guide through the exhibition. The pupils manage their 
own learning process and most of the admissions are self-
correcting. The teachers and other adults
are prepared to stimulate the pupils so they can develop 
their own opinions and find their own solutions. Afterwards, 
in the classroom, the booklet provides material for follow up 
activities.

Learning with pleasure
We frequently call the exhibition a game circuit to illustrate 
that for most of the children, learning in such a context 
is serious but also a great pleasure. Peace can be very 
attractive and pleasant. For the teachers manuals are 
developed, containing some theoretical backgrounds and 
different educational means and group activities.

Sponsoring network
The activities of Peace Education Projects in The 
Netherlands and the international partners are sponsored by 
a wide range of private sponsors, foundations, companies, 
local and national government agencies. By means of the 
brochure we want to express our gratitude for all the support 
and trust we received in the last 15 years. To develop new 
projects in the future we would like to increase our network 
and invite possible partner organizations and sponsors to 
contact us and search for cooperation possibilities. 

Jan Durk Tuinier and Geu Visser
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1990 – The Netherlands and 
Belgium.
I spy I spy with my little eye about 
prejudices and the scapegoat phenomenon.
Partner: Peace Centre Antwerp.
Main sponsors: Stichting Kinderpostzegels 
Nederland, City of Antwerp, City of Utrecht.

1994 - Spain
Veo Veo about prejudices and 
discrimination.
Based on I spy I spy with my 
little eye (1990).
Partners: Asamblea de 
Cooperación por la Paz Madrid 
and Fundación César Manrique 
Lanzerote.
Main sponsors: EU DG 5, 
Ministerio de Educación y 
Cultura.
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1994 – The Netherlands
Ordinary Extraordinary about diversity, 
discrimination and refugees.
Invented and developed by Peace Education 
Projects Utrecht.
Main sponsors: VSB Fund, Haëlla Stichting, 
National 4 and 5 Mai Committee.

1995 – Italy
Gli Altri Siamo Noi about prejudices and the scapegoat 
phenomenon.
Based on I spy I spy with my little eye (1990). Second 
copy in Sicilian language.
Partner: Associazione Pace e Dintorni Milano.
Main sponsor: European Union DG 5.

1996 – Russia 
                  (Me and the other) about diversity, discrimination and refugees.
Based on Ordinary Extraordinary (1994).
Partner: DOM Association of Russian Children’s Museums Moscow.
Main sponsors: EU TACIS Democracy Programme, SOROS Foundation.
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1997 – France
Le sentier de la guerre ou comment 
l’ éviter (The road to war and how to 
prevent it).
Based on Ordinary Extraordinary (1994).
Partner: Les Amis d’une Ecole de la Paix 
Grenoble.
Main sponsor: Fondation Charles-Léopold 
Mayer pour le progrès de l’Homme. 

1997 – The Netherlands
The Ordinary Extraordinary 
Express about diversity and the 
scapegoat phenomenon, in a 
travelling truck.
Invented and developed by Peace 
Education Projects Utrecht.
Main sponsors: City of Arnhem, 
Ministry of Foreign and 
Development Affairs (NCDO), 
Elise Mathilde Fund.

1998 – The Netherlands
The prejudices suitcase 
Table exhibition on 
prejudices (1.000 copies).
Invented and developed by 
Peace Education Projects 
Utrecht.
Partner: Jeugd en Vrede (Youth and Peace) 
Mechelen Belgium.
Main sponsor: Ministry of Education, Science 
and Culture.
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