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DECISION No. 6 
TOLERANCE AND NON-DISCRIMINATION 

 
 
 The Ministerial Council, 
 
 Recalling the principles of human rights and the inherent dignity of the human being, 
freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief that underpin the general provisions of the 
OSCE human dimension commitments, 
 
 Recalling the Charter for European Security, Istanbul Summit 1999, which reaffirms 
full adherence to the Charter of the United Nations, and to the Helsinki Final Act, the Charter 
of Paris and all other OSCE documents, 
 
 Recalling Decision No. 5 by the Ministerial Council at its Ninth Meeting in Bucharest 
reaffirming its concern about manifestation of aggressive nationalism, racism, chauvinism, 
xenophobia, anti-Semitism and violent extremism, wherever they may occur, 
 
 Reiterating that democracy and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
are essential safeguards of tolerance and non-discrimination and constitute important factors 
for stability, security, co-operation and peaceful development throughout the entire OSCE 
region, and that conversely tolerance and non-discrimination are important elements in the 
promotion of human rights, 
 
 Reaffirming the internationally recognized prohibition of discrimination, without 
adverse distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion or belief, 
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status, 
 
 Recalling the continuing work of the OSCE structures and institutions in the field of 
promoting human rights, tolerance, non-discrimination and multiculturalism, in particular by 
the human dimension meetings and activities, projects and programmes including those of 
participating States, 
 
 Stressing the positive role of multicultural and inter-religious dialogue in creating 
better understanding among nations and peoples, 
 
 Noting that promoting tolerance and non-discrimination can also contribute to 
eliminating the basis for hate speech and aggressive nationalism, racism, chauvinism, 
xenophobia, anti-Semitism and violent extremism, 
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 Recognizing the responsibility of participating States for promoting tolerance and 
non-discrimination, 
 
1.(a) Condemns in strongest terms all manifestations of aggressive nationalism, racism, 

chauvinism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and violent extremism, as well as hate speech 
and occurrences of discrimination based on religion or belief; 

 
(b) Undertakes to further promote multicultural, interethnic and inter-religious dialogue 

in which governments and civil society will be encouraged to participate actively; 
 
(c) Also undertakes to further promote the rights of persons belonging to national 

minorities; 
 
2. Decides to intensify efforts to maintain and strengthen tolerance and 
non-discrimination, with the assistance of OSCE institutions and in co-operation with 
relevant international organizations and civil society, by such means as the exchanges of 
information and best practice; 
 
3. Calls on participating States, which have not yet done so, to consider ratifying the 
international instruments, which address the problem of discrimination and calls for full 
compliance with the obligations assumed therein; 
 
4. Commits to take appropriate measures, in conformity with respective constitutional 
systems, at national, regional and local levels to promote tolerance and non-discrimination as 
well as to counter prejudices and misrepresentation, particularly in the field of education, 
culture and information; 
 
5. Condemns, in particular, discrimination on religious grounds and undertakes to 
endeavour to prevent and protect against attacks directed at any religious group, whether on 
persons or on places of worship or religious objects; 
 
6. Condemns in particular the recent increase in anti-Semitic incidents in the OSCE area, 
recognizing the role that the existence of anti-Semitism has played throughout history as a 
major threat to freedom; 
 
7. Also condemns the recent increase in acts of discrimination and violence against 
Muslims in the OSCE area and rejects firmly the identification of terrorism and extremism 
with a particular religion or culture; 
 
8. Decides to take strong public positions against hate speech and other manifestations 
of aggressive nationalism, racism, chauvinism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and violent 
extremism, as well as occurrences of discrimination based on religion or belief; 
 
9. Calls on relevant authorities of participating States to investigate promptly and 
impartially acts of violence, especially where there are reasonable grounds to suspect that 
they were motivated by aggressive nationalism, racism, chauvinism, xenophobia, 
anti-Semitism and violent extremism, as well as attacks motivated by hatred against a 
particular religion or belief, and to prosecute those responsible in accordance with domestic 
law and consistent with relevant international standards of human rights; 
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10. Tasks the Permanent Council to consider further enhancement of the Contact Point on 
Roma and Sinti Issues in the Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR); 
 
11. Urges the convening of separately designated human dimension events on issues 
addressed in this decision, including on the topics of anti-Semitism, discrimination and 
racism and xenophobia; 
 
12. Tasks the Chairmanship-in-Office and the Permanent Council in close co-operation 
with the ODIHR, the High Commissioner on National Minorities and the Representative on 
Freedom of the Media to ensure an effective follow-up of the present decision, through 
increased use of tools already available to the OSCE, including the annual human dimension 
meetings and seminars. 


